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World Premiere of Tango Fantasy

A fusion of Flamenco, Argentina, and Middle Eastern styles for Guitar and Orchestra

Marija Temo, flamenco/classical guitarist and Akron, Ohio native, will join the Baldwin-Wallace Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Dwight Oltman, in the World Premiere of Tango Fantasy.  This work, composed by Dr. Loris Chobanian, Composer-in-Residence at Baldwin-Wallace, is the second piece written for Temo and follows the success of Concierto del Fuego.  The Concierto del Fuego combines the fiery spirit of Flamenco and timelessness of the classical guitar with orchestra.  National Guitar Magazine, Soundboard, proclaimed the Concierto del Fuego the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Guitar Concerto of The Century.”   And of Temo, Cleveland’s The Plain Dealer stated, “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As an artist she is precise, brilliant and supremely fiery in her playing.”

Tango Fantasy will be premiered and recorded live at Baldwin-Wallace College on Wednesday, March 5, 2008, 8:00 p.m. at the Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory Gamble Auditorium, 96 Front St., Berea, OH.  This concert is free to the public.  For more information call (440) 826-2369.  Temo, a Baldwin-Wallace College and Revere High School graduate, will offer a guitar master class for B-W Conservatory students on Thursday, March 6 at 2:30 p.m., at Kulas Chamber Hall, and a lecture- presentation at Revere Middle School (with guest flamenco dancers, Martha Sidahmed and Teo Morca) to Revere Middle and High School students on Friday, March 7 at 1:15p.m. 

Tango Fantasy combines the characteristic qualities of both the Argentinean Tango and the Flamenco Tango of Andalusia. Over the years, continents apart, these two dances of the same name have pursued their own individual paths and have developed their own distinct personalities. However, there are noticeable characteristics that hint at their common ancestry. Melodic patterns of flamenco music have often been influenced by those of the Middle East, especially in the vocal renditions of flamenco. Tango Fantasy uses Middle Eastern melodies.

Regardless of the many theories and studies that have traced the history of the two dances, the aim of Tango Fantasy was to create something new and that it does. The composition is in one movement and has a balanced formal ternary design. Unlike flamenco music the tonal centers constantly change.  Midway through the composition the pace slows down to a gentle presence where Temo’s solo guitar renders ornamental commentary on a gentle harmonic background. The opening passage is restated and the composition ends with an exciting coda.

For more information on Tango Fantasy or to learn about Marija Temo, please visit:

www.marijatemo.com

