On June 18th, the Governor’s Commission on Hispanic Affairs met with the community in Frederick. After many statements and presentations, several heart felt presentations by members of the community moved the audience alternatively to tears, outrage, fear, and a sense of disappointment that such injustices can happen in our country.

The following are some comments from members of the audience, commissioners, and others:

-- I was also moved by most of the testimony from the public. There were moments when I felt like I was listening to my mother recount her experiences of over 40 years ago as someone (not knowing the language and with four kids) with a husband fighting for this country (Vietnam) and having to go past stores with signs that read "no dogs, cats, or porto ricins".
-- I left that meeting with a heavy heart and sad after listening to the testimonies from the families that are experiencing some hard times in Frederick, I know that it is more dificult in other areas like Prince Williams and Viriginia. I support and really feel for these people because I am an immigrant that has experienced those situations myself. Thank God we had the amnesty in the 80's that allowed some of us to legalized our status in this great country, and I hope we can have ways to help legalize the status of most immigrants in the near future. As fellow Latinos we need to help these folks in Frederick and the rest of our state, and I think we need to be actively representing our community and supporting it in its strugles. It is a shame that hateful lies and racial profiling that some irresponsible media are using to present us to the rest of America, have influenced the people in some areas of our communities to pass laws that are full of prejudice against us. I know I am preaching to the choir, but we Latinos are a economic driving force in our communities across the country and we have to stop the hipocritycal media that supports some of the missinfomation about us spread by people like Lou Dobbs… 
-- It was very difficult to remain impartial during the testimonies. ‘I AM AFRAID’ said Antonio Ramirez… Latinos should not be afraid and families shoud not be separated… 
-- I was feeling so helpless that night… It is hard because to some extent these people were there thinking that we were the vehicle to help them solve their problems… I cried on my way home and was even mindful as how fast I was driving while I was still in the County, because you never know. Without violating any laws we need to find a way to improve that situation.
-- I want to share that my heart is torn to pieces on the treatment Latino families and especially children are facing in Frederick County.  On the way home, I was overcome with a feeling I've not felt in many, many years. It was that crippling pain that gets one in the pit of the stomach... a feeling I felt  as a child when I would hear by relatives close the door at sundown and say "para adentro todos ya sono el toque de queda"  this was during the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic ... Yes, many of you are younger than I am :-). I also noticed that night that one of my fellow Commissioners was fighting back tears as feelings of frustration, fear, and sadness were expressed to us.  I want to know what it is that we as a commission want/can/ are able to do with these comments. As a people what can we do to bring attention to this issue… I have to tell you that I don't go any where without my passport and I will tell you that the accent comes out whenever I'm nervous. I would hope none of us ever has to have an encounter with ignorance wearing a badge in Frederick or any where else - to be hauled in just because one looks Latino or has an accent. I may be paranoid but I will remind you that worse things than what we heard that night have happened. What do we do?

-- "Peace cannot be achieved through violence, it can only be attained through understanding." --- Ralph Waldo Emerson

