El Presidente Barack Obama anunció su intención de nombrar a varias personas a cargos clave de su gobierno, entre ellas: María Otero, subsecretaria de asuntos internacionales del Departamento de Estado; Arturo Valenzuela, secretario adjunto para asuntos del Hemisferio Occidental del Departamento de Estado, e Ignacia S. Moreno, fiscal general adjunta de la División Ambiental y de Recursos Naturales del Departamento de Justicia. 

Afirmó el Presidente Obama, “Me da mucha confianza que estas personas de talento se incorporen a mi gobierno conforme trabajamos para reconstruir nuestra economía, preservar nuestro medioambiente, y mantener segura a nuestra nación. Su experiencia y dedicación serán de mucho valor para el pueblo estadounidense, y estoy deseoso de trabajar con ellos en el futuro.
 
María Otero nació y se crió en La Paz, Bolivia, y es presidenta y CEO de ACCION International, entidad pionera y líder en el microfinanciamiento que trabaja con 25 países de Africa, Asia, América Latina, y Estados Unidos. Durante el periodo en el que Otero ha sido su CEO, ACCION ha ampliado su alcance y ha pasado de prestar servicios a 460,000 a más de 3.7 millones de personas, por medio de una cartera combinada que ha aumentado de $274 millones a casi $3,600 millones. Se ha convertido en una destacada experta en el microfinanciamiento sostenible, ha publicado extensamente sobre el tema y ha pronunciado discursos en todo el mundo sobre el microfinanciamiento, asuntos de la mujer y el alivio de la pobreza. Antes de incorporarse a ACCION, Otero trabajó durante cinco años en el Centre for Development and Population Activities o (CEDPA). Otero también fue economista especializada en América Latina de la Oficina de Mujeres en Desarrollo de USAID. Otero es presidenta del directorio de ACCION Investments, empresa inversionista en microfinanciamiento con $50 millones de capital, y es miembro del directorio de BancoSol; la Calvert Foundation; BRAC de Bangladesh, una de las principales entidades no gubernamentales del mundo, y la Public Welfare Foundation. En junio del 2006, Otero fue nombrada por Kofi Annan, secretario general de las Naciones Unidas, al grupo de asesores sobre sectores financieros inclusivos de la ONU, y en el 2007 fue nombrada Consejero Asesor de la Inter-American Foundation y la Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). También es miembro del Council on Foreign Relations. Otero tiene una maestría en literatura de la Universidad de Maryland y una maestría en relaciones internacionales de la Facultad Nitze de Estudios Internacionales Avanzados de Johns Hopkins en Washington, D.C. Desde 1997, también es profesora adjunta de esa facultad.

El Dr. Arturo Valenzuela es catedrático de Gobierno y director del Centro de Estudios Latinoamericanos en la Facultad Edmund A. Walsh de Relaciones Exteriores de la Universidad de Georgetown. Es especialista en los orígenes y consolidación de la democracia, las dimensiones institucionales del gobierno democrático, política latinoamericana y relaciones entre Estados Unidos y América Latina. Previamente a ocupar la cátedra en la Universidad de Georgetown, fue profesor de ciencias políticas y director del Consejo de Estudios Latinoamericanos de la Universidad de Duke. Fue académico visitante en la Universidad de Oxford, la Universidad de Sussex, la Universidad de Florencia (Italia) y la Universidad Católica de Chile. Durante el gobierno del Presidente Clinton, Valenzuela prestó servicios como asistente especial del Presidente y director principal de asuntos interamericanos en el Consejo de Seguridad Nacional, y subsecretario adjunto de asuntos interamericanos en el Departamento de Estado de los Estados Unidos, donde su principal responsabilidad fue la política exterior de Estados Unidos hacia México. Es miembro del Consejo de Relaciones Exteriores y está en las listas de “Who’s Who in America” y “Who’s Who in American Higher Education”, además de servir en las juntas editoriales de importantes revistas académicas. Por sus aportes, ha sido galardonado con la Orden Nacional de la Cruz del Sur por el gobierno de Brasil, y la Orden de Boyacá por el gobierno de Colombia.  Valenzuela fue miembro del directorio de Drew University, el Instituto Democrático Nacional de Asuntos Internacionales (National Democratic Institute for International Affairs o NDI), el Consejo Nacional de La Raza (National Council of La Raza o NCLR) y las juntas de asesoría de America’s Watch y el Institut des Amériques en París. Tiene un doctorado y una maestría en ciencias políticas de la Universidad de Columbia, y un bachillerato summa cum laude en ciencias políticas y religión de Drew University.

Ignacia S. Moreno es una reputada abogada en el campo del derecho ambiental y recursos naturales, con más de 18 años de experiencia de ejercicio legal en el gobierno federal, el sector corporativo y privado. Actualmente es abogada de la Compañía General Electric, para los programas corporativos relacionados con el medio ambiente, y sirve pro bono, como abogada general de la Hispanic National Bar Association. Moreno prestó servicios en el Departamento de Justicia durante el mandato del Presidente Clinton, donde primero fue asistente especial (1994-95) y luego asesora legal principal (1996-2001) del fiscal general adjunto de la División del Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales. En estos cargos proporcionó asesoría legal y recomendaciones al fiscal general adjunto en varios asuntos, participó en el manejo de la división, encabezó importantes programas para el cumplimiento de leyes ambientales, amplió y administró el programa internacional de la división, y representó a los Estados Unidos en negociaciones y litigios internacionales. Durante su labor en el Departamento de Justicia, Moreno recibió reconocimientos especiales por labor sobresaliente de la División del Medio ambiente y Recursos Naturales, dos medallas de bronce por Servicios Distinguidos de la Agencia de Protección del Medio Ambiente y un premio federal por excelencia en la formación de alianzas de cooperación. Posteriormente, Moreno trabajó para Spriggs & Hollingsworth en Washington, D.C. donde se especializó en juicios ambientales y juicios colectivos de responsabilidad civil con énfasis en defensa con bases científicas. Moreno se inició en Hogan & Hartson LLP en Washington, D.C. donde ejerció como abogada procesal y ambiental después de graduarse de la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Nueva York. Actualmente es miembro de la Junta de Asesores del Centro de Derecho Ambiental Internacional, la Junta Fiduciaria del Comité de Abogados de Washington para asuntos urbanos y derechos civiles, y la Junta de Asesores de la Guía de
 Diligencia Debida del BNA.
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President Obama Announces More Key Administration Posts

WASHINGTON, DC: President Barack Obama announced his intent to nominate the following individuals for key administration posts: María Otero, Under Secretary of Global Affairs, Department of State; Philip L. Verveer, for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure of service as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for International Communications and Information Policy in the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs and U.S. Coordinator for International Communications and Information Policy, Department of State; Arturo Valenzuela, Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Department of State; Ignacia S. Moreno, Assistant Attorney General, Environment and Natural Resources Division, Department of Justice; Craig E. Hooks, Assistant Administrator for the Office of Administration and Resource Management, Environmental Protection Agency; Nicole Lurie, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response, Department of Health and Human Services; Dennis M. McCarthy, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, Department of Defense; Zachary J. Lemnios, Director of Defense Research & Engineering, Department of Defense; and Daniel B. Ginsberg, Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs, Department of the Air Force, Department of Defense.

President Obama said, “It gives me great confidence that these talented individuals will be joining my administration as we work to rebuild our economy, preserve our environment and keep our nation safe. Their experience and dedication will be of great value to the American people, and I look forward to working with these individuals in the coming months and years.”

President Obama announced his intent to nominate the following individuals today:

María Otero, Nominee for Under Secretary of Global Affairs, Department of State
María Otero, born and raised in La Paz, Bolivia, is president and CEO of ACCION International, a pioneer and leader in microfinance working in 25 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and in the United States.  Under Otero⿿s tenure as CEO, ACCION⿿s network has expanded its reach from serving 460,000 people to over 3.7 million, through a combined portfolio that has grown from $274 million to nearly $3.6 billion. She has become a leading voice on sustainable microfinance, publishing extensively on the subject and speaking throughout the world on microfinance, women⿿s issues and poverty alleviation. Prior to her work with ACCION, Otero served for five years at the Centre for Development and Population Activities (CEDPA).  Otero was also the Economist for Latin America for the Women in Development office of USAID. Otero chairs the board of ACCION Investments, a $50 million microfinance investment company and serves on the boards of BancoSol; the Calvert Foundation; BRAC of Bangladesh, one of the world’s largest NGOs; and the Public Welfare Foundation.  In June 2006, Otero was appointed by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan to the UN Advisors Group on Inclusive Financial Sectors, and in 2007 was named to the Advisory Councils of the Inter-American Foundation and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC).  She is also a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.  Otero holds an M.A. in literature from the University of Maryland and an M.A. in international relations from Johns Hopkins⿿ Nitze School for Advanced International Studies (SAIS), in Washington, D.C.  Since 1997, she has also served as an adjunct professor at SAIS.

Philip L. Verveer, Nominee for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure of service as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for International Communications and Information Policy in the Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs and U.S. Coordinator for International Communications and Information Policy, Department of State

Philip L. Verveer is Of Counsel to the law firm of Jenner & Block LLP.  He has practiced communications and antitrust law in the government and in private law practice for more than thirty-five years.  From 1969 to 1981, Verveer practiced as a trial attorney in the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice, as a supervisory attorney in the Bureau of Competition of the Federal Trade Commission, and as the chief of the Cable Television Bureau, the Broadcast Bureau, and the Common Carrier Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission.  Between 1973 and 1977, he served as the Antitrust Division’s first lead counsel in the investigation and prosecution of United States v. American Tel. & Tel. Co., the case that eventuated in the divestiture of the Bell System.  As a Bureau Chief at the FCC, Verveer participated in a series of decisions that enabled increased competition in video and telephone services and limited regulation of information services.  In 1979, Verveer became a charter member of the Senior Executive Service and in 1980 received the Distinguished Presidential Rank award.  Since 1981, Verveer has engaged in private law practice in Washington, DC.  In 1995 and 1996 he chaired the Federal Advisory Committee that identified the spectrum requirements necessary to afford public safety organizations efficient and interoperable wireless communications.  He has served on the Visiting Committee of the University of Chicago Law School and the Executive Committee of the Alumni Board of Governors of Georgetown University.

Arturo Valenzuela, Nominee for Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Department of State

Dr. Arturo Valenzuela is Professor of Government and Director of the Center for Latin American Studies in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University.  He is a specialist on the origins and consolidation of democracy; the institutional dimensions of democratic governance; Latin American politics; and U.S.-Latin American relations. Prior to joining the Georgetown faculty he was Professor of Political Science and Director of the Council on Latin American Studies at Duke University.  He has been a Visiting Scholar at Oxford University, the University of Sussex, the University of Florence (Italy) and the Catholic University of Chile.  During the Clinton administration, Valenzuela served at the White House as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Inter-American Affairs at the National Security Council and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs in the United States Department of State, where his primary responsibility was United States foreign policy towards Mexico. A member of the Council on Foreign Relations, he has been listed in Who⿿s Who in America and Who⿿s Who in American Higher Education and has served on the editorial boards of leading academic journals. For his diplomatic contributions he has been honored with the National Order of the Southern Cross by the government of Brazil and the Order of Boyacá by the government of Colombia.  Valenzuela has served on the board of directors of Drew University, the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI), the National Council of La Raza (NCLR) and the advisory boards of America⿿s Watch and the Institut des Amériques in Paris. He holds a Doctorate and a Master⿿s degree in Political Science from Columbia University, and a B.A. summa cum laude in Political Science and Religion from Drew University.

Ignacia S. Moreno, Nominee for Assistant Attorney General, Environment and Natural Resources Division, Department of Justice

Ignacia S. Moreno is a leading practitioner in the field of environmental and natural resources law, with over 18 years of experience in the federal government and in private and corporate practice.  She is currently Counsel, Corporate Environmental Programs at the General Electric Company, and serves pro bono as General Counsel to the Hispanic National Bar Association. President Clinton appointed Moreno to the Department of Justice, where she served first as Special Assistant (1994-95) and then as Principal Counsel (1996-2001) to the Assistant Attorney General for the Environment and Natural Resources Division.   In these positions she provided advice and counsel to the Assistant Attorney General on a wide variety of matters, participated in management of the Division, led significant environmental enforcement initiatives, expanded and managed the Division’s international program, and represented the United States in international negotiations and litigation. While at the Department of Justice, Moreno received Special Commendations for Outstanding Service from the Environment and Natural Resources Division, two Bronze Medals from the Environmental Protection Agency for Outstanding Service, and a federal award for excellence in partnership-building.   Moreno then joined Spriggs & Hollingsworth in Washington, D.C. where she specialized in environmental and mass tort litigation with an emphasis on science-based advocacy.  Moreno began her career at Hogan & Hartson LLP in Washington, DC
