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Press Release

Governor’s Commission Celebrates Hispanic Culture

Baltimore, MD (May 7, 2004) – The Governor’s Commission on Hispanic Affairs emphasized the importance of contributions that people of all cultures make to Maryland and America, Executive Director Hector L. Torres said today.

“Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. strongly believes that Hispanics and those from other ethnic groups are essential to the fabric of life in Maryland, and that their customs and culture enrich all of us,” Mr. Torres said. 

Mr. Torres said he recognizes the frustration that often occurs when people experience language barriers in communicating with others.  “It is important to recognize, like with all waves of immigrants in the past, that the integration into American culture is a gradual process that can take many years,” he said. “Tolerance, acceptance and respect on both sides of this communication gap will ease this transition.”

The Hispanic community is well aware of the importance and the need to learn English and, in many of the community-based organizations serving Hispanics, teaching them English as a Second Language skills is often the top priority.

Although Hispanics are very proud of their heritage, language and culture, they also quite willingly embrace the cultural norms that are part of life in the United States.

The Governor’s Commission on Hispanic Affairs will, through the support of the Governor and his Administration, continue to diligently work with Hispanics in Maryland, increasing their English proficiency.
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