Multiculturalism is Good Say Community and Political Leaders
 
What: Press conference 
When: Thursday, May 13, 2004 at 11:00 am
Where: CASA de Maryland, 113 South Broadway, Baltimore
Who: CASA of Maryland, the Baltimore American Indian Center, the Maryland Latino Coalition for Justice, and Members of the Community. For more information, contact Kim Propeack at 301-379-7461.
*    *    *    *    *
Baltimore leaders will gather this Thursday to decry public figures that speak out against the recent attacks against immigrants and Spanish-speakers and demonstrate the connection between these public comments and more nefarious attacks upon Latino organizations in the state.
 
"Our community and my organization specifically has faced verbal attacks and threats as a result of irresponsible public figures," said Gustavo Torres, Executive Director of CASA of Maryland, a Latino immigrant rights group.
 
The Washington region ranks as the top 7th immigrant magnet in the United States but rather than celebrate cultural diversity a group of elected politicians, ranging from state legislators to the State Comptroller and even the Governor, have lobbed attacks.
 
"I don't want to adjust to another language. This is the United States. I think they ought to adjust to us," expressed State Comptroller Schaefer last week after being irritated by the fact that the person who was taking his order at a McDonalds could not meet his standards of English proficiency. 
 
Speaking in defense of Schaefer, Governor Ehrlich attacked multiculturalism as "crap".  The modern multiculturalism dialogue was launched in the early 90s when African-American university faculty in particular began a campus-based quest to define how the University might become a truly multicultural institution through the empowerment of minority students and an examination of cultural bias in higher education.  In short, the multiculturalism movement seeks to advance a broader understanding of community by celebrating all its cultural components.   The Governor's comments attacking multiculturalism were immediately understood by advocates as undermining all cultural diversity in the state including the newcomer reality.  
 
"We serve hundreds of low wage workers in Baltimore who have 2 and 3 jobs, are helping the economy and want very much to learn English so that they can improve their employment options," said Candelaria Flores, a worker organizer in Baltimore.
 
At the press conference, political leaders and representatives of community organizations will speak out about the recent attacks and call on public officials to set a standard of welcoming people to the state.   
 
