UNITED STATES HISPANICS TO MEET IN CHICAGO TO DEVELOP A NATIONAL LATINO 
AGENDA FOR 2004 NATIONAL ELECTIONS FROM JUNE 17TH TO JUNE 20TH

On Thursday, June 17th to Sunday, June 20th, 2004,  hundreds of our nation's Hispanic-American civic, religious, political, business and community activists will be getting together for a day long important non-partisan political caucus at the Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza 350 N. Orleans, Downtown Chicago, Illinois to begin the process for political and economic empowerment in the upcoming national elections.

The National Hispanic/Latino-American Agenda Caucus commences the first stage of the process by which a national coalition of Hispanic/Latino American grassroots and leadership groups and individuals will be coalescing to develop a platform to be presented to the presidential candidates and their respective parties.

Peter Fontanes, the founder and national coordinator of the event, said that, "We are definitely moving ahead to make an impact on these important national elections where our community must effectively negotiate our place in the sun. We intend to be seated at the table of economic opportunities and political empowerment as equal partners and not just as an after thought as it has been the case in the past. The response of those outstanding individuals who are participating in this effort to the needs for a national expression of solidarity and unity among our people has been absolutely fantastic. 'La Nueva Gran Unidad Pan Americana' is alive and well and will be prepared to bring the hopes and promises of the American Dream on behalf of our people to the forefront of this year's presidential debates."

The conference will be will be geared toward bringing together the various segments of the Hispanic/Latino American community to draw up a Hispanic/Latino platform on which candidates will be rated according to their level of support, to organize a strategy for voters education, registration and participation and to organize a permanent structure for monitoring national political leaders and supporting Hispanic/Latino 
political candidates. It includes delegates from states where there are substantial populations of Hispanics and a number of high profile representatives from both the Democratic and Republican parties.

Jose Nino, the former head of the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce expressed his desire "to see that this caucus should be seen as a catalyst to inspire our people to begin discussing the national issues such as immigration, economic development, housing, education and many more that are affecting our daily lives.  Hopefully, out of this discussion will come voter's mobilization, registration and   participation."

Individuals or organizations related to Hispanic/Latino issues can register as delegates and can sit with their state delegation. There is a lower fee for those who are senior citizens, people on public assistance and students. Members of all religious, political and sexual orientation are welcomed to also participate.

Reports will be drawn up and distributed to the delegates and will be voted on by the conference participants. If a report cannot garnish more than 60%of the votes it will be issued as a prevailing views report as opposed to an approved resolution or a minority-majority report.

Invited participants include Governor Bill Richardson of New Mexico, Candidate for Mayor in New York, Fernando Ferrer, Hector Flores from the League of United Latino American Citizens (LULAC) and many others who will participate in a variety of activities designed to assist the delegates in returning back to their respective states to organize political action committees and voters registration drives.

In October, another conference will be held in Washington, D.C., to interview the candidates or their representatives to monitor and report back to the community how the candidates and their respective parties have responded to the Latino Agenda.

The organization has a website www.hispanicagendasummit.org and the public is invited to register online.



CONFERENCE AGENDA

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

THURSDAY, June 17th
4:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Meeting of Executive Committee
Holiday Inn Meeting Room
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

"MEET THE HISPANIC CANDIDATES, ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICIALS OF OUR 
COUNTRY"

Welcoming Reception for NHAAS Executive Committee, Delegates and Invited 
Guests

Award Presentations: "The NHAAS Veteran of the Year Award", (Presenter:)

                                 "The NHAAS Labor Activists of the Year 
Award" (Presenter:)

                                 "The Hispanic Government Person of the 
Year" (Presenter:)

Cultural Entertainment- "Cumbia, Merenque, Rancheros y Salsa"

FRIDAY, June 18th

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

7:30 AM to 8:30AM

Registration

8:30 AM to 9:45 AM

Continental Breakfast-Plenary Session

Welcome Remarks- Jose Nino (Washington, D.C.)- CEO, El Nino Group- Former 
President, United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce - National Conference 
Coordinator

Presentations of the Flags

Pledge of Allegiance

Stars Spangled Banner

Invocation- Rev. Ruben Cruz (Chicago, Illinois)

Salutation Remarks- State Senator Iris Martinez (D-Chicago, 
Illinois)-Honorary National Conference Coordinator

Announcements and Acknowledgements- Alan Aja (Kentucky) - National Executive 
Coordinator

Presentation of "PADRINO" and "MADRINA" Designation Honors to:

Congressman Sylvestre Reyes, (Texas) and Councilwoman Diana Reyna (New York)

Remarks- Peter Fontanes (New York) CEO, The Fontanes Group Corporation-NHAAS 
Founder and National Coordinator

Award Presentations: "OUTSTANDING LATINA ACTIVISTS AWARD"

Invited Keynote Speaker- Rosario Marin (California) Former United States 
Treasurer-Bush Administration and former candidate for United States Senator 
(California)

10:00 AM to 11: 45 AM

A. Roundtable Discussion 1- Hispanic/Latino American Voters Education, 
Registration and Participation

B. Roundtable Discussion 2- Creating a National Hispanic/Latino American 
Political Action Committee

C. Roundtable Discussion 3- Lobbying, Campaigning, Fundraising and 
Technology

D. Roundtable Discussion 4- Grassroots Organizing:Toward a Gente-Centered, 
Issues-Based Hispanic-Latino Movement

E. Roundtable Discussion 5- â?oLA NUEVA GRAN UNIDAD PAN-AMERICANAâ?� Is it 
possible?

F. Roundtable Discussion 6- The Hispanic Business Community and Political 
Agendas

G. Roundtable Discussion 7- The Hispanic/Latino Youths and College Students 
Community and Their Political Agendas: The Present Meets the Future!

H. Roundtable Discussion 8- The Hispanic Woman/Latina: Confronting

Macho Politics!

I. Roundtable Discussion 9- The Labor Movement and the Hispanic/Latino 
Political

Agenda

12:00 Noon to 1:00 PM

A. Regional Meetings of states and U.S. territories delegations to meet and 
start organizing Political Action Committees.

B. Separate international delegations from each Latin American country to 
meet and caucus.

1:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Lunch- Plenary Session

Introduction- Jose Nino

Welcome- Hon. Richard Daley, Mayor of the City of Chicago

Award Presentations:

Keynote Speaker- Honorable Fernando Ferrer (New York) - Candidate for Mayor, 
New York City

Announcements- Cesar Rolon (Illinois), Armas Solution, Inc

2:00 PM- 4:30 PM

Issues Committees to meet separately and prepare platform resolutions

5:00 PM - 5:30 PM

Platform and Issues Committees Chairs to present preliminary resolution 
reports.

6:30 PM- 9:00 PM-

SPONSOR:

"MEET THE LATIN AMERICAN DIPLOMATS: CELEBRACION DE LA NUEVA GRAN UNIDAD PAN 
AMERICANA"

Reception at the Holiday Inn sponsored by the Illinois Hispanic Legislative 
Caucus

Presentations of the Flags

Welcome- State Senator Miquel Del Valle (Illinois)-

                 Hon. Fernando Grillo- representing Rod Blagojevich, 
Governor-Illinois

                Ambassador Javier Ruperez- Spanish Ambassador to the United 
States

Awards Presentation- "Grassroots Activists of the Year" (Presenter:)

Entertainment-Mariachi and Salsa Music

10:00 PM - Midnite-

Cesar Rollin and Armas Solutions, Inc presents "Night of Music and 
Dancing"--Various Clubs in Downtown Chicago

Young People's Night Out --" To Be Announced

Award Presentation:  "OUTSTANDING YOUTH ACTIVIST SCHOLARSHIP"

                                    (Presenter)

                                      Peter Fontanes- Founder

                                      John Casa- National Youth Coordinator

SATURDAY, June 19th

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

8:00 AM to 11: 30 AM

Tickets to Parade and Buses for Lincoln Park to be picked up

Final Platform and Issues reports â?" Dr, John Garcia (Arizona)- National 
Issues and Platform Committee Coordinator, University of Arizona

Report of the Coordinators of Issues and Platform Committees

Questions and Answers

Noon to 1:30 PM

Puerto Rican Day Parade

2:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Lincoln Park- Fiestas Patronales

6:00 PM- 7:00 PM

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

Main Ballroom

Pre Gala Reception

7:30 PM- Midnite

SPONSOR:

Gala Awards Banquet- Moderator-Mario Bosque, CBS News Anchor

Awards Presentation:

Los Pioneros Awards

Hector Barreto, Sr.

Jorge Alarcon

Felipe Alou

Dr Raul Lantigua

Mirta Ramirez

A Retrospective Honor

Richie Perez

Frank del Olmo

Hispanic Business Leadership Award (Presenter:)

George Herrera

Corporation of the Year

American Airlines

Keynote Speaker- Governor Bill Richardson, Arizona

SUNDAY, June 20th

Holiday Inn- Downtown Chicago

8:00 AM- 9:00 AM

Executive Committee Meeting

9:00 AM- 10:30 AM

Breakfast Meeting-Tickets for buses to Lincoln Park Fiestas Patronales 
distributed

Concluding Remarks: Jose Nino

Voters Education, Registration and Education Committee Report- Juan Andrade, 
United States Hispanic Leadership Institute

Telemaraton Report- Jennie Alonzo- Lifetime Television

Corporate Boycott Report- TBA

Remarks: Peter Fontanes, National Coordinator and Founder

Questions and Answers

10:30 AM - Noon

The Parties, the Candidates and Hispanic Latino Community: Here and Over 
There!

Representatives of President George Bush, Senator John Kerry and Ralph Nader
Questions and Answers
Concluding Remarks-Peter Fontanes


