"DIME CON QUIEN ANDAS, Y TE DIRE QUIEN ERES!!" -- MEB
 
FROM GAZETTE.NET
ANNAPOLIS -- Del. Kevin Kelly blasted Maryland Hispanic Republican Caucus Chairman Jorge Ribas this week and demanded an apology for Ribas' description of residents of Kelly's native Cumberland as "white trash." 
Ribas refused to apologize, saying he threw Kelly's letter into the trash and dismissed the Democrat as "a demagogue," but the vice chairwoman of the caucus admonished Ribas and said she may apologize on behalf of the caucus. 
The fray emerged out of Ribas' response to Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.'s dismissal of "multiculturalism" as "crap" and "bunk." 
"There is a cultural war going on in Maryland," Ribas told The Gazette last week, with poor white people blaming immigrants for their problems. 
"Some people would call it white trash, people who are largely uneducated. Places like Cumberland ... Ehrlich country. 
"It's very easy to make remarks like that by a politician to cater to this kind of crowd. It pays off for a politician. It paid off for Adolf Hitler." 
Kelly denounced Ribas' remarks as "contemptible" and invited him to tour Cumberland and Allegany County. 
"Allegany County possesses a rich multicultural heritage," Kelly wrote. "I find your correlations of Robert Ehrlich to Adolf Hitler and the citizens of Allegany County to ... Nazi Germany to be absolutely detestable. 
"During WWII many young Allegany Countians historically fought and, in some instances, tragically gave their lives to defeat German fascism and Japanese imperialism ..." 
Kelly said that if Ribas was representing his caucus accurately, the organization is "pathetically misguided and should cease existence." Otherwise, Ribas should resign. 
Ribas said he is already scheduled to step down next week, with Alma Preciado expected to replace him. Preciado admonished both Ribas and the governor in an interview Thursday and said she is considering apologizing for the remarks after she assumes the chairmanship next week. 
"If an apology needs to be done and it's proper, I may do that," she said. 
"The board and the members would not use those words specifically -- those are Jorge's words," she said. "I think that the governor and everybody should be more cautious in how they use words because they do offend people." 
Preciado said she is drafting her own letter to Ehrlich about the multiculturalism issue and hopes for a meeting. The caucus already had been excommunicated from the state GOP late last year after Ribas ripped the governor for not hiring any Hispanics in high-paying jobs. 
Kelly, meanwhile, said he generally agrees with Ehrlich's comments that America should be a melting pot where new immigrants are assimilated into the culture, but took issue with the "bunk" and "crap" descriptions. 
"I think if you listen to what he's saying in its entirety, he makes total sense," Kelly said, but said he has a different view of the word multiculturalism. 
"I think multiculturalism is wonderful. ... I think that's what the strength of America is, is multiculturalism," he said. "What we have lost sight of is the assimilation part of it. It's imperative that children learn to speak English. Frankly, it's disturbing to me that whenever I buy a product, the instructions are in four languages. 
"I think that rather than describe ourselves as African Americans, Irish Americans, Italian Americans, I think we have to be careful that we're not splitting ourselves up. We are Americans, with heritage from Africa, Ireland, what have you," Kelly said. 
"Our strength is in our coming together, not in our separatism. United we stand, divided we fall." 
