ZOGBY INTERACTIVE PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE POLL
A Report by Fritz Wenzel, Senior Political Writer
May 23, 2004 – First in a series
If the election for president of the United States were held today, Democratic challenger John Kerry would win easily, approaching the sort of lopsided electoral college victories reminiscent of the Clinton 90s and the Reagan 80s.

Based on a unique collection of state-by-state interactive polls of likely voters in 16 battleground states where the presidential election is expected to be decided this fall, Mr. Kerry leads incumbent Republican President George W. Bush by 102 electoral college votes, 320 to 218.

The Internet polls were conducted May 18-23 by Zogby Interactive of Utica, New York. Each state carries a slightly different margin of error. Mr. Kerry, the junior senator from Massachusetts, has made critical inroads in key Midwestern states, including Ohio, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Missouri, and Wisconsin, and leads in Florida, where Democrat Al Gore lost the race for the White House four years ago, the poll shows.

And while otherwise making solid gains around the country, the senator is trailing in just one toss-up state that was won by Mr. Gore four years ago – Iowa.

Even then, Mr. Kerry’s deficit there is just five percent.

The Zogby Interactive poll measured 16 states individually that make up the battleground for the White House this year. In those states, 177 electoral votes are up for grabs in the November election. That this is the battleground couldn’t be more clear: if Mr. Bush were to win the same states in that group that he won four years ago, he would reap 89 electoral votes, while Democrat John Kerry would win 88. 

The poll considers those states not included to be predictable, favoring the candidate of the same party that they did four years ago. Assuming that, Mr. Bush would hold a 17-vote collective advantage in the electoral college in those 34 states - 189 to 172 - over Mr. Kerry. This takes into account the shift in electoral college votes, following the 2000 U.S. Census, from states losing population, mostly in the Midwest and northeast, to states gaining population, mostly in the south and west. 

Considering the changes in the allocation of electoral college votes since 2000, should the 2004 election be an exact repeat of 2000, Mr. Bush would win with a slightly larger margin, 278 votes to 260.


Here is a state-by-state breakdown of the race:

	ARKANSAS
	MAY 18-23

	President George W. Bush
	49%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	46

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	3


ARKANSAS COLLEGE VOTES: 6 


	FLORIDA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	48%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	49

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	1


FLORIDA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 27 


	IOWA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	50%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	45

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	1


IOWA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 7 


	MICHIGAN
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	41%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	50

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	2

	Undecided
	5


MICHIGAN ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 17 


	MINNESOTA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	42%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	51

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	3

	Undecided
	2


MINNESOTA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 10 


	MISSOURI
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	44%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	47

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	2

	Undecided
	5


MISSOURI ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 11 


	NEVADA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	44%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	47

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	3

	Undecided
	4


NEVADA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 5 


	NEW HAMPSHIRE
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	40%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	50

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	2

	Undecided
	5


NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 4 


	NEW MEXICO
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	43%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	48

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	3

	Undecided
	2


NEW MEXICO ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 5 


	OHIO
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	45%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	49

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	4


OHIO ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 20 


	OREGON
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	44%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	50

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	3

	Undecided
	2


OREGON ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 7 


	PENNSYLVANIA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	43%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	51

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	2

	Undecided
	4


PENNSYLVANIA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 21 


	TENNESSEE
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	49%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	47

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	2


TENNESSEE ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 11 


	WASHINGTON
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	44%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	53

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	1


WASHINGTON ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 11 


	WEST VIRGINIA
	MAY 20-22

	President George W. Bush
	48%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	46

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	2

	Undecided
	3


WEST VIRGINIA ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 5 


	WISCONSIN
	MAY 20-22

	
	

	President George W. Bush
	44%

	MA Senator John F. Kerry
	52

	Consumer Activist Ralph Nader
	1

	Undecided
	1


WISCONSIN ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTES: 10 


Pollster John Zogby: “Senator Kerry leads in 11 of the 16 battleground states. President Bush leads in 4 states.
Kerry is ahead in 7 Blue States (Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Oregon, Washington, and Wisconsin) and 4 Red States (Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, and Ohio), while Bush holds 3 Red States (Arkansas, Tennessee, and West Virginia) and picks up 1 Blue State (Iowa). Florida is again too close to call (Kerry 48%- Bush47%). Ralph Nader does not appear to be a factor in any of the states.
In virtually every state polled, the polarities of support are remarkable. Kerry scores nearly or above 90% support among Democrats, while Bush claims the same percentages among Republicans. Kerry also draws about nine in ten voters who say that the country is heading in the wrong direction, while Bush claims the same support among those who feel the country is headed in the right direction. Both candidates are gaining the same advantages among -liberals (Kerry) and -conservatives (Bush).
In every state the marriage gap in support for the candidates is considerable, with Kerry holding huge leads among single voters and Bush doing well among married voters.. Kerry is doing particularly well among young voters, while Bush has the support of the middling age groups.
All of the President’s leads are within the margin of sampling error, while six of Kerry’s leads are that close. Add to that Florida and 11 of the 16 states are close.
The past month has been horrific for the President. Any gain in the major economic indicators has been drowned out by the scenes unfolding in Iraq. It still does not appear that the good news on the macro-economic front has filtered down to the individual voters. In this context, it is not surprising that Kerry - finds himself in the lead. And again there are very few undecided voters for this stage of the Presidential campaign.
If these numbers hold, the President’s chances are dim for re-election. In separate polling that we have done for the Atlanta Journal and Constitution , we see the President ahead substantially in the southern states (all of which are Red). The prospects of losing not only the popular vote but also losing 4 Red States are ominous for the White House. Where the President leads in these states, he is doing so on the basis of good numbers among -independents and some good numbers among African American voters.
Not only does Kerry lead in several Red States, but also his leads in most states are higher than the President’s leads. 
Score the first round for Kerry.
Methodology
Zogby Interactive respondents were invited to participate from panels of likely voters who have agreed to take part in online surveys. Respondents followed instructions leading them to the survey located on secure servers at Zogby Interactive headquarters in Utica, New York. All surveys were completed between Tuesday, May 18 through Sunday, May 23. Slight weights were applied to region, party, age, race, religion, and gender to more accurately reflect the votingpopulation in the United States. The margin of error for each state is as follows:

	State
	Likely voters
	MOE

	Arkansas
	495
	4.4

	Florida
	857
	3.5

	Iowa
	586
	4.1

	Michigan
	612
	4.0

	Minnesota
	928
	3.3

	Missouri
	520
	4.4

	Nevada
	532
	4.3

	New Hampshire
	521
	4.4

	New Mexico
	454
	4.7

	Ohio
	577
	4.1

	Oregon
	933
	3.3

	Pennsylvania
	654
	3.9

	Tennessee
	1057
	3.1

	Washington
	527
	4.4

	West Virginia
	504
	4.5


Error margins are higher for sub-groups.

