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In "Las Viajeras" ("Betrayal"), Dominican Republic actress Maria Isabel Bosch carried the weight of her country's disadvantaged women on her bare shoulders. Clad only in a strapless nude leotard and the occasional white sheet, Bosch transformed into four Dominican characters over the course of an hour, all telling of their experiences looking for -- but not finding -- better lives in Argentina. 

"Las Viajeras," a one-woman drama that Bosch also directed and co-wrote with Jorge Merzari, was the second offering in Teatro de la Luna's eighth International Festival of Hispanic Theater. 

Through March 19, the Arlington-based company will stage works of all genres from various Spanish-speaking areas. All will be performed in Spanish with live English translation available via headset. 

The theme of this year's festival is "The Best of Both Worlds," with each piece conveying the idea that one cannot forge a life in a new world without thoughtfully looking back to the old. 

Bosch's creation, which was performed Tuesday and Wednesday at Gunston Arts Center, and unfortunately will not be repeated, combined dance and monologues to tell the story of trafficking in humans and prostitution in Argentina. It took some time to get the gist of the piece. It was not terribly clear what the actress's dances, which border on pantomime, were trying to express, and she quickly cycled through a couple of characters within the first few minutes. 

But Bosch soon slowed the pace to focus on characters such as Ines, a middle-class woman tortured by the fact that her family clearly knows how she makes a living but won't talk about it, and Elsa, an older laundress who moves to Argentina looking for domestic work and is shocked to be mistaken for a streetwalker. 

For each of the four roles, Bosch used the sheets strewn around Gunston's black-box stage to drape distinct outfits over her leotard. But even without the costume adjustments, Bosch's embodiment of each character would have been complete: Her variously pitched voices and expressions perfectly captured dispositions that ranged from young and naive to old and disgusted. 

More remarkable, however, was the emotion "Las Viajeras" conveyed. The script is intentionally repetitive. A speech beginning "I don't want to be a squashed fly" grew slightly longer each of the four times Bosch recited it. Timidly spoken at the beginning of the play, the monologue eventually became a manifesto, with added lines such as: "I have a right to my wine, to oil, to the museum . . . to leave, to stay." By the time Bosch, stripped of all sheets and presumably representing all of her Dominican sisters, shouted the speech at the close of "Las Viajeras," its effect was devastating. 

Though it's too late to catch Bosch's performance, this weekend the festival offers "SerTango" ("Living Tango"), an evening of music and poetry from Argentina. Also on the roster for the coming weeks are " 'Ñaque,' o de Piojos y Actores" (" 'Thespians,' or Of Lice and Actors"), a "Waiting for Godot"-based farce from Valladolid, Spain; "El Inmigrante" ("The Immigrant"), a dramatic comedy from Costa Rica; "Larra, El Probrecito Hablador" ("Larra, the Poor Little Chatterbox"), a comedy from Catalonia; and "Juegos de Obsesion" ("Games of Obsession"), a dramatic blend of dance, poetry and music from Puerto Rico. Teatro de la Luna describes these shows as appropriate for ages 15 and older, but the festival is offering a bit of family-friendly fare, too: "Reviu" ("Review"), a musical comedy from Argentina, will be performed on Feb. 22 and 23. 

Also, the Instituto de Mexico will host "Alquimia" ("Alchemy"), a program of magic and pantomime, on March 10, with a version geared for smaller children, "Alquimia para Niños" ("Alchemy for Kids"), on March 5. 

VIII International Festival of Hispanic Theater, through March 19 at Gunston Arts Center, 2700 S. Lang St., Arlington. Visit www.teatrodelaluna.org for more information. 

