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GALA Hispanic Theatre

Presents
One of the Most Enduring and Complex Protagonists in Modern Drama:
Yerma
by Federico García Lorca (Spain)
directed by Hugo Medrano
Washington, DC— Founder and Artistic Director Hugo Medrano proudly announces his production of Yerma, the internationally acclaimed “tragic poem” by Federico García Lorca.  On the 70th anniversary of her acclaimed Madrid premiere, Yerma— The Most Desperate Housewife of them all –storms the stage in the theatrical debut of GALA at the Tivoli, the new home of GALA Hispanic Theatre. 

In this chilling character study of a childless peasant woman in a Spanish hamlet where children are a measure of esteem, Yerma endures spiraling humiliation and oppression and rages against a fate imposed by her very name, meaning “barren.”  Medrano’s staging brings authentic flamenco and hauntingly gorgeous imagery to Lorca’s soaring language and lifts this lyrical modern tragedy beyond traditional melodrama.
YERMA runs February 17 to March 13, 2005 at GALA at Tivoli, located at 3333 14th St NW. Performances are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 pm, and Sundays at 4 pm. Press Night and Noche de GALA, hosted by His Excellency, Mr. Carlos Westendorp and the Embassy of Spain in Washington, DC and co-sponsored by Coors, is Saturday, February 19. Performances are in Spanish with English supertitles.  

This production is made possible with generous support from the Embassy of Spain, the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities, and the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.
About the Playwright
For 29 years, the name of Federico García Lorca has been synonymous with GALA in the Washington metropolitan area. GALA’s love affair with Lorca began with Federico:gracia y calor in 1976 and has continued through the years with two productions of La Casa de Bernarda Alba (1984 & 1997), La Zapatera Prodigiosa (1988), Bodas de sangre (1995), Así que pasen cinco años (2000) and more. 

Lorca was born in Fuente Vaqueros, Granada, Spain in 1898, and in his short life became Spain’s most beloved modern poet and dramatist. Yerma  was the second play in a never completed “rural” trilogy, after Bodas de sangre (Blood Wedding). The modern tragedy premiered in Madrid on December 29, 1934 and enjoyed a lengthy run of four months, despite protests from the Right that managed to disrupt opening night. The work was both popular and revolutionary. Lorca consciously subverted the formulaic, mannered theatrical tradition of his day in an effort to restore authority and seriousness to the stage. Yerma  is, as a result, a pure character study hinting in its mood and imagery to the preoccupation with dreams he shared with two close university friends, Luis Buñuel and Salvador Dalí. 

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION
In the lead role GALA is proud to present Ana Veronica Muñoz, who appeared most recently at New York’s Pregones Theatre, in her GALA and area debuts. Miriam Cruz, a highly esteemed Lorca veteran and a member of the company of Repertorio Español in New York, makes her GALA debut in the role of the Old Pagan Woman. The cast includes GALA company members Carlos Castillo (Juan), Cesar Guadamuz (Victor), Lucrecia Basualdo, Beatriz Mayoral, Lorena Sabogal, Ángel Torres and Alida Yath.  Also appearing are actors Monalisa Arias, Marta Esteban, Elsy García, Seferina Liriano, Julieta Maroni, Sebastian Mitre, Victoria Peña, Ruben Iram Rodriguez, Emilia Sims, and dancers Aleksey Kulikov and Jason Vera y Aragón. 

Director Hugo Medrano has directed and acted in more than 100 productions in Costa Rica, Cuba, Spain, New York, Washington, and his native Argentina.  His directing credits include Cervantes:  maestro del entremés, La verdad sospechosa, and most of the works of Federico García Lorca.  He was nominated for a 2000 Helen Hayes Award for his direction of La dama boba, and received a 1994 Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Lead Actor for his role in Kiss of the Spider Woman.

The Dalí-inspired set was designed by Tony Cisek, four-time Helen Hayes recipient, whose work was last seen at GALA in El Burlador de Sevilla. Original music (set to Lorca’s lyrics) is by Marija Temos. Choreography is by Edwin Aparicio. Costumes are by Resident Designer Alessandra D’Ovidio, a 2000 and 2003 Helen Hayes Award nominee. Lighting design is by Resident Designer Ayun Fedorcha,  a Helen Hayes Award nominee for La chunga at GALA. Sound design is by Neil McFadden. Laura Quiroga is Assistant Director. Abel López is Producer. The English translation is by Caridad Svich, adapted for supertitles by Charles Becker. 

TICKET INFORMATION

Single tickets are $28 on Thursday and Sunday; and $32 on Friday and Saturday. Tickets for students and senior citizens (+65) are $18 (Thurs/Sun) and $24 (Fri/Sat). Additional discounts are available for groups of 10 or more. Tickets are also available at TICKETplace. Tickets for the Noche de GALA and reception are $45 per individual, $80 per couple. 
Target Stores believes in the power of partnerships with leading cultural institutions to foster creativity, promote learning and build stronger communities. Target is therefore proud to partner with GALA Hispanic Theatre and sponsor the 2004-2005 Season: A casa! Home at Last!
AmericanAirlines® is the official carrier for GALA Hispanic Theatre.  Additional ground transportation for Yerma  provided by Amtrak.  

###
GALA is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization supported in part by the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities, the National Endowment for the Arts (which believes that a great nation deserves great art), the DC Mayor’s Office on Latino Affairs, private foundations, corporations and individuals.  GALA is a member of the League of Washington Theaters, the Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington, the Theatre Communication Group, the National Association of Latino Arts and Culture, National Performance Network, the Association of Performing Arts Presenters, and the Council of Latino Agencies. 
