The Cardboard to Leathersm  Project
To some, the cardboard that has been molded into the shape of a glove is a sign of poverty, futility and desperation, but to the children who mold those gloves, they are the beginning of promise, the shaping of a dream, the molding of a future. On August 13, 2005, the Baltimore Orioles will host Noche Latina at Camden Yards. As part of the festivities, the Oriole Advocates, in partnership with the Baltimore Waterfront Rotary Club, will accept donations to turn the Cardboard to Leathersm.  

The Cardboard to Leathersm campaign began in 1992, when Baltimore Sun reporter John Eisenberg in the Dominican Republic on another assignment, observed the kids playing baseball with their makeshift equipment:  tree limbs for bats and cardboard wrapped with tape for gloves. Upon his return to the United States, he decided to write about what he saw and the Oriole Advocates, in turn, decided the children deserved better.  Thus Cardboard to Leathersm was born. 

Each year, the Oriole Advocates accept donations of new and used baseball equipment as well as monetary donations that are then distributed to the areas with the greatest need. In these areas, equipment is distributed to schools, orphanages, community groups and hospitals so that children may use the equipment year after year. 

The Oriole Advocates are a unique non-profit civic organization dedicated to promoting and stimulating interest in the game of baseball.  This all-volunteer organization also serves as right-arm to the Baltimore Orioles’ public relations, community relations and marketing departments.

How Can You Help Make Their Dreams Come True?

This year, equipment and monetary donations will be accepted on Saturday, August 13, 2005 (game time is 4:35) at gates A, C and H until the end of the first inning. Suggested equipment (in priority order) are gloves, baseball bats, cleats, catcher mitts and protective equipment, baseballs and uniforms.  For more information on this project or to find out how you can help, send an email to Cardboard_to_Leather@yahoo.com.

