	




	




	News

	Rudy Arredondo 

Julie Sharper

[image: image2.jpg]



The folk festival?   He was a co-founder.   The street festival?   He helped create it as well.   The Farmers' Market?   Yup, that too.   Now, Rudy Arredondo, an activist and   Takoma Park resident since 1978, is running for mayor. 

"Every citizen ought to be looked on as a resource for the city," says Arredondo, the editor and publisher of the National Hispanic Political Reporter, and the founder, CEO and president of the National Association of Latino Farmers and Ranchers. 

"We need to re-engage citizens," he says, adding that they have been "ignored" by the current municipal government.   "Hold neighborhood meetings.   Do outreach," urges the self-professed "old-timer" who moved to Takoma Park to work with former Mayor Sam Abbott.   

"There has been a tremendous amount of fiscal mismanagement," says Arredondo.   "Why do we have to borrow money for street repairs?   We have the highest tax rate of any municipality in Montgomery County."   He is particularly critical of the community center construction process: "Why was it a surprise that the center is located on a flood plain?   Anyone can see that it's located at the bottom of a hill." 

Arredondo, the former Western Regional Director for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, states that in 30 years of global planning, "This [the community center] is the worst I've ever seen."   He thinks that the community center construction should have initially been a referendum, voted on by the citizens of Takoma Park.   

A primary goal for Arredondo is to create a well-defined economic plan.   He would like to explore restructuring debt or handing some programs over to the county, as has already been done with landlord-tenant inspections.   Arredondo says that he wants to create a taskforce of residents who are experts in economic development. 

The Voice goes to press on the eve of the nominating caucus at which candidates for mayor and council are formally recognized for a one-month campaign period. The mayoral candidatesfeatured on this page and the Ward Two candidates, featured on page 14 have contacted the Voice, indicating that they are running for office. More candidates may declare at the caucus on Wednesday, October 5. 

On Sunday, October 16, the Voice will host an election forum to help residents of Takoma Park get a better sense of the positions of the various candidates. Please come to the Municipal Building at 7:00 on the 16th to attend this event. Or look for a transcript on our website after October 18. The November Voice will feature a Voter's Guide. 

The City election will be held on Tuesday, November 8.

Arredondo would also like to restructure the municipal government.   "The city manager is unelected and unaccountable," he says.   Although he approves of the way the current city manager handles her responsibilities, Arredondo thinks that Takoma Park would benefit more from a full-time, appropriately compensated mayor than from having both a city manager and a mayor.   

Development worries Arredondo as well.   He states that the city needs a rational planning process that involves more citizens.   Arredondo, who is involved with the Old Town Business Association, says that the business community is "not-engaged" by the current leadership.   "Development is affecting small business owners in our community," he says.   "Small business owners should have more information about plans for the city." 

Arredondo advocates full disclosure by the mayor and City Council.   "Why didn't the mayor and City Council tell the community about [proposed development at] the Metro?" he asks.   "They were told to keep it a secret," he alleges.   Arredondo is also concerned that the historic Takoma Park firehouse is in jeopardy of being destroyed.   "It was built by the hands of our ancestors," he says.

When asked about safety concerns in the city, Arredondo points out that, "safety often means a fear of diversity."   He states that he would like to more fully integrate the Police Department with the rest of the community and to improve morale among officers.   He would also consider increasing the police force.   

Arredondo states that he brings to the mayor's officer years of experience in Takoma Park and also cites his "good rapport" with county and state officials.   "I want to make the best out of the people in our community," he says. 


