The Great Explorere

By Mitch Edelman

The Great Explorer and his naïve native guide set out to discover the Truth about Evolution,

"I am the Great Explorer, and my Purely Scientific Theory shall prevail in the marketplace of ideas", said the G.E. to his guide.

"Very well, we shall look for and examine data to support or refute your Purely Scientific Theory. That is how we have done it for centuries, since the time of Copernicus and Galileo".

"no, no, my simple friend. All that is necessary is the power of persuasion. Look all around you. What do you see?"

"I see the world around me."

"Yes, and a most beautiful world it is. Do you believe such a wondrous place could have happened just by chance? Of course it could not have! And if it did not happen by chance, then it must have happened by  - by Design!  And how could there be such a Design without a Designer, an Intelligence guiding the hand of Nature to produce more highly-developed creatures?

"You say you see the world around you, but you do not see gradual changes in the geological record. One instant you see frogs, and then you see reptiles, and then mammals. You do not see transitions, just huge improvements in design. How could such a simple theory as natural selection account for those jumps, especially when there is no evidence to support it? Surely, without those transitional fossils, you cannot hope to prove the correctness of natural selection!"

"But is that how science works, o Great Explorer? Doesn’t the scientific method rely on the principle of falsifiability – being able to show that a theory is wrong by producing contrary evidence? One can never prove a scientific theory correct. Even the so-called Law of Gravity is just a theory, and when Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity was shown to fit the data better, was not Newtonian gravitational theory revised?"

"Oh, my naïve friend, so narrow is your view of Science and Natural Law! Indeed, the less subtle of sciences may depend on such simple ideas, but the Designer did those things in a trice. It has taken billions of years for the Hand of the Designer to produce His masterpiece, Man, who alone among the animals can recognize and give praise to the Designer – but of course, that is not religious belief confounding Science! Nay, it is your limited definition of science as searching only for natural explanations that blinds you to the obvious Truth of Intelligent Design. That and the fact that no monkey is my uncle!"

"No monkey would embarrass himself by claiming you as his progeny", thought the naïve guide to himself. "But o Great Explorer, all life on this planet shares the same twenty Amino Acids, the simplest of which can be generated in a moment, if you are lucky, in a jar containing ammonia and water, through which is run an electric spark. The same 4 genetic nucleotides are shared by all life. Counting to four does not require Divine insight, does it? In addition to that, there are self-replicating clay-like polymers that resemble nucleic acids. It is by no means a stretch of the imagination to conclude that a billion years, give or take, of hurricane-sized thunderstorms  beating down on a hot protoplasmic soup could have produced organic, self-replicating virus-like molecules, from which more complex forms could derive. I will grant that is conjectural, but it is well within the bounds of natural science."

"Show me a virus – like molecule in the fossil record. You can't, my friend, and that is the point: these gaps in the fossil record admit of only one explanation – they aren't there, and so, by force of logic, only an Intelligent Designer could have brought forth the complexity and diversity of life forms. But I repeat myself."

"No one has ever seen an atom, either. But do you deny the fact that applications of the atomic theory has produced some truly big explosions?"

"In a trice, my friend, did the Designer design atoms, but we were talking about evolution. We can get to the Designer's design of the Big Bang later, if you wish.  Returning to the point, the similarities of DNA between primates and humans only shows that He was parsimonious in his Design – waste not, want not, and all that. But there just is no proof for evolution as the natural scientists say there is. By the way, are those natural scientists in league with the secular humanists, too?"

"O Great Explorer, there is ample evidence, even today, of natural selection at work. In Northern England are found two racial variants of the same moth, one light, the other dark-colored. As the soot from coal burning gradually discolors the bark of trees, buildings, and the like, the light-colored moth stands out like a sore thumb against the bark of soot-covered trees and get gobbled up by hungry birds. Dark coloration provides a genetic advantage to those moths, and so the darker ones survive to breed, but not the lighter ones. Whereas the lighter colored moths once were more common than their dark-coloded cousins, now the opposite is true. Natural selection at work!"

"But where did the moths come from originally? Are there any proto-moths, showing their evolutionary history? No, you cannot find a transitional moth in the fossils. I tell you, the moth came from something, and it was the intelligence of the Designer that made that moth from a bit of the mud you mentioned earlier."

"O Great Explorer, I beg you answer one question for me: what would consist of scientific evidence that were it presented, would falsify the theory of Intelligent Design?"

"no such evidence can ever be produced, because the theory of Intelligent Design is universally true".

"Then Intelligent Design cannot possibly be scientific. Please do remember that scientific theories, whatever else they are or are not, are all subject to being refined or rejected as evidence accumulates. Your Theory cannot ever be subjected to experimentation or scientific analysis. So it isn’t science or scientific. 

"If you wish it taught, which is your right, then you need to find a different forum for it. Perhaps a comparative religions course, where Intelligent  Design can be compared with a cosmology that asserts the world rests on the back of a giant elephant, standing on the backs of four tortoises."

"But Intellignet Design is not religion!"

"Could you please distinguish between your Designer and God, then? Are they not one and the same?"

At this point, the Great Explorer of Truth and Righteous Thought retreated to his home of Kansas, where he spread the word among the state's Board of Education, which was glad to have a champion for their agenda.

