Republican Party Chairman Ken Mehlman on Immigration 

“America is a nation of immigrants and a nation of laws. “In his farewell address to the nation, President Reagan called America a “shining city on the hill” with the doors “open to anyone with the will and the heart to get here.” “Across the world, over the generations, people looking to make better lives for themselves and their families have been attracted to these open doors. “And we are better off economically, culturally, militarily, in every way, stronger because of those brave people.  “America is safer because of the more than 12,000 soldiers who have been naturalized since the beginning of the War in Iraq.  “We are wealthier and more productive because of an immigrant, Andrew Grove, whose computer chip technologies are moving our world at faster speeds.  “Our culture is richer because of people like 

· Architect Cesar Pelli, from Argentina; 

· Fashion designer Oscar de la Renta, from the Dominican Republic; 

· And baseball Hall of Famer Rod Carew, from Panama. 

 “Because of people like Carlos Gutierrez, who was born in Cuba and rose to become Kellogg’s youngest ever CEO and our nation’s first Hispanic Secretary of Commerce. “People like the director of the Peace Corps, Gaddi H. Vasquez, the son of migrant farm workers from Mexico.  “People like Supreme Court nominee Sam Alito’s father, who arrived on these shores at the age of 14 and was teaching high school English by the time he was in his 20s. “What’s so powerful about the American Dream is that it has nothing to do with where you come from, what you look like, how you live or how or if you pray.  The American Dream is about your destination, not your origins.  It’s why Ben Wattenberg has called America the “first universal nation.”

“Unfortunately, throughout our history, there have always been Americans who believed that coming to these shores was a right reserved only for them and their ancestors, and for no others. “In an opinion survey in May 1938, fully 68 percent of the public opposed letting refugees from Germany and Austria seek refuge in the United States. “In 1924, Morris Sheppard a Democrat Senator from Texas said that the increasing rate of immigrants in American cities “all tends to show that the United States has become a Tower Of Babel.” “In 1905, a Republican Senator from Massachusetts, Henry Cabot Lodge, called for “more restrictive legislation” partially because of “the effect upon the quality of our citizenship caused by the rapid introduction of this vast and practically unrestricted immigration.” 

“Ladies and gentleman, that was wrong then … and it is wrong now. “Today, somewhere in this country, there’s a family new to America. “They might be a family of migrant workers, or day laborers. “They might be here in California … or Texas … or Florida. “They woke up today and went to work. “They will come home at the end of the day to spend time with their children.  “They will eventually buy a house … or start a business … or write a book.  “They are building a new life.  “And that’s what America is all about.  “We must always be the shining city on the hill, with the doors open.  “But we also must also always protect ourselves from those who hate us for what we are.  

“On 9-11, the terrorists didn’t distinguished between fifth generation Americans and those like Milton Bustillo, a new husband and father who came here from Colombia … or Juan Ortega Campos, an immigrant from Mexico, who was saving to build a better life for his children … or Carlos DaCosta, a native of Portugal, who ‘was general manager of Building Services for the Port Authority’ and a father of two.

“All were among the victims.  “That’s why controlling our borders is critical to protect all Americans—wherever we’re from, whenever we got here.  “And it’s why George W. Bush has offered a comprehensive proposal to reform our immigration system.

“First, we must control our borders.  We need more people, more technology, and more money at the border. There can be zero tolerance for illegal immigration, and porous borders.  “Second, we need more interior enforcement.  Earlier this year, the President signed the Real ID Act into law to make sure our driver’s licenses and government issued IDs can’t be faked.  We need to hold employers accountable for hiring illegal workers, and real IDs will make this enforcement possible.  “Third, we need to ensure fairness to the millions of legal immigrants who entered America the right way, according to the law.  It would be unfair to reward illegal immigrants, while those who followed the laws wait in line. “And, finally, we must find ways to meet our economic needs without encouraging illegal immigration.  “Just last week, there were news reports about jobs not being filled here in California.  “If there are people willing to do jobs, and jobs that need to be done, we should be trying to bring those two together, not keep them apart.  “We can do that by using the same methods and technologies we use to keep terrorists and drug runners from crossing our borders.  If we can identify them, we can also identify carpenters and farmers and invite them in when we need them.  “If illegal immigrants fill those jobs, then the community suffers because services like hospitals and schools and roads are used, but the local and state taxes to support those services are not paid.  “And the illegal worker is often the victim too, denied the protection of laws to ensure that he or she is not exploited.  “If on the other hand, we fill our economic needs with legal workers, we all benefit.  “Those people are paying taxes … they’re producing products … they’re adding to the community.  “The President understands that family values don’t stop at the Rio Grande.  “And his plan shows that we can be safe and welcoming … at the same time’

