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Press Statement

Delegate Sol-Gutierrez Deplores Racist and Hispanophobic Attitudes Revealed by  Montgomery County Police Union Website
Annapolis, MD.—Delegate Ana Sol Gutiérrez statement on The Washington Post story dated March 22, 2006, that reveals the presence and acceptance of racism and hispanophobia among Montgomery County police officers.

I am absolutely appalled by the revelation of such racist attitudes expressed by police officers. If there is one single agency where Montgomery County cannot tolerate one iota of racism and xenophobia, it must be our police department. Chief Manger must take immediate action to purge such attitudes and remove any police officer who hides behing the cloak of anomymity to attack the minorities, women, and immigrants, the police is hired to protect.

It is clear to me that these attitudes are not limited to just of a few “rotten apples” in the police department. Since 2004, for almost two year,  these racist,minority-, women-, and, immigrant-bashing offensive comments have been made openly, accepted by all, with no shame or concern for exposure or reprimands. Where were the police department managers and supervisors??  Such racist  language must have been and apparently still is condoned, or at least tolerated by management, all the way up the line. There is no evidence that anything has been done to stop them!

All those responsible for our County Police Department must wake up and take major  steps to  wipe the slate clean and  to regain the trust and respect of all the residents of Montgomery County who never will tolerate such egregious attitudes and behaviours from law enforcement officers.
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