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Governor Ehrlich Recognizes Hispanic Achievement 


Baltimore, MD (April 20, 2006) – Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., recognized 11 Hispanic individuals and organizations for their outstanding contributions on behalf of Maryland’s Hispanic population at a standing room only breakfast ceremony at the Radisson Hotel in Annapolis. 

“Maryland’s Hispanic community is an integral part of our State’s economy and social fabric. I am delighted to join the Hispanic Commission, honorees and friends for this event which highlighted the outstanding contributions made by movers and shakers, men and women, young and young at heart who work tirelessly day to day to enhance the quality of life for our State’s Hispanic population,” said Governor Ehrlich.  “The fact that we have representation from all over Maryland demonstrates the strength and energy of this wonderful community.” 


The Commission is housed in the Maryland Department of Human Resources, the State’s Human Services Agency. Secretary Christopher McCabe remarked, “This was a terrific event and a great example of the entrepreneurship, energy and dedication of a community that is making its mark in Maryland.”


The Commission honored outstanding volunteer service, positive influences that address problems or enhance the quality of life in Maryland, acts of generosity and kindness and national service. Hispanic Achievement Awards were presented to:

· Educator of the Year:  Murray Simon-Conexiones (Howard County)
· Business of the Year: Miriam Baldwin, Instituto de Educacion Infantil, Inc. 

      (Prince George’s County)
· Outstanding Faith Based Contribution: Alfredo "Freddy" Hidalgo 

(Montgomery and Prince George’s County)
· Exemplary Public Safety Efforts: Howard County Police Department-Hispanic Initiative
· Exemplary Government Employee: Carlos Camino (Anne Arundel County) 
· Lifetime Achievement:  Emilio Perche Rivas  (Montgomery County)
· National Service: Sister Carmen Banegas (Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties)
· Unsung Hero: Dr. Daniel Aukerman (Carroll County)
· Youth (under age 26): Alvaro Ortiz  (Montgomery County)
· Senior (age 55+): Mr. Gerald Schreiber  (Baltimore City)
· Exemplary Organization: United Hands of Carroll County, Inc.
Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr. presented the awards with the ‘pitch-in’ assistance from Orioles Bruce Chen and Rodrigo Lopez. 

 The Invocation was officiated by Rabbi Irving Elson, Deputy Command Chaplain at the United States Naval Academy and concluded with a convocation given by Father Christopher LaBarge--a Commission member serving the Marydel Catholic community on the Eastern Shore.


Sponsors of the 2006 Maryland Hispanic Heritage Awards were BB&T Bank, United Way of Central Maryland, Sullivan Cove Consultants, LLC and Perez & Associates, LLC c/o Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
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