U-16 CASA MIA BAYS EARN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN DES MOINES, IOWA

No one ever said that winning a National Championship would be easy, but fighting the Iowa weather; water logged fields; and tremendously challenging teams made it all the better, as the U16 CASA MIA BAYS came home from Iowa National Champions!

Of all of the days in Iowa -- six to be exact, Finals day proved to be the nicest, with Saturday’s dry spell drying out the fields from the water deluge(s) earlier in the week.  The 10:15 am game time brought together two teams, CASA MIA and the Concorde Elite from Georgia that really deserved to get to the Finals.  CASA MIA had to go through CA’s Rampage team in the last round robin game in a 3-0 win to get to the Championship field (#7), and Concorde Elite had to show immense tenacity in overcoming several lead changes to beat FC Milwaukee in a 4-3 nautical like battle.  Each team had a fair amount of experience with each other, as round robin play saw both team tie each other at 0-0, although purists would say CASA MIA had the substantial run of play.  Ball possession, however, does not show up in the score line, so some doubt remained as to whether CASA MIA would be able to avoid going scoreless again.  And, boy did they ever!

The game began with some open play, as Chris Lebo overlapped a run from the defense in the 10th minute, and went in on the goal at a full run.  A very alert Concorde goalie held his ground and was able to block the Bays’ first cannon blast.  Shortly thereafter, Chris Agorsor beat three Concorde players for a go at the goal that went wide.  Passes from Brent Hooper and Michael Deasel were crisp and accurate, and really provided the “can opener” effect for the team’s offense. Their defensive pursuit in the midfield was also outstanding for this game.


CASA MIA’s first goal was clocked at about the 30 minute mark, with two old pals combining for a “golazo.”  MJ Jaskolski received a ball at the 40, took all available space through the middle, made the defender commit, and delicately slotted a ball to Michael Rose at the 18; Rose delivered an upper 90 blast that was “storybook.”  1-0 Bays.  Rose would later go on to win the Finals’ Golden Boot for his spectacular and critical opening goal, and his good play during prior games.

At the 40 minute mark, JJ Raley launches a pinpoint missile from the left side of the field over the sturdy Concorde defenders to a streaking Christian Barreiro coming off the right wing, and Christian chested it down, faked a left footed shot, and placed a “laser accurate” ball on the foot of Michael Lansing at the back corner; Lansing, coming off an ankle injury at Regionals, then expertly slid the ball under the goalie at the short side for the second tally.  2-0 Bays.


As the half closed, Jake Levin picked up a Concorde ball in the center of the defense, and launched a spectacular long ball over the defenders in Chris Agorsor’s direction.  Agorsor dummied the air ball, as the defender closed the space behind him, and Andrew Bulls ran in from the left side behind the dumbfounded defender, for a full speed assault at the goal.  As the goalie came out, Bulls expertly slipped the ball to the back post and scored the Bays’ third goal.  3-0 Bays at the half.


As the second half started, the Concorde Elite attempted to move the ball through the middle and over the top, but to no avail.  Tom Brandt, Jake Levin, Chris Lebo, JJ Raley and Keith Cowdrey were just too strong on this day.  Brandt, in particular, served as de facto sweeper at times, and really cleaned up any dangerous balls around the 18.  Lebo just wouldn’t be deked on this day, and Levin was very strong in the air and showed his mettle as the vocal leader of the defense.  Cowdrey provided the outside release that was needed to open up the field, and Raley placed extraordinary crosses into the danger zone.  
Five minutes in, Chris Agorsor received a ball at 35 yds from a Bays defender, and sent a perfectly weighted ball to a gliding Christian Barreiro, who flew into the box on a breakaway.  As the defender closed from behind and had thoughts of a takedown, Barreiro took the ball right to left, and fired a shot that was miraculously blocked by the GA goalie.  On the rebound, a quick thinking Chris Agorsor was able to fake out the goalie and fire a fourth bomb into the open goal.  4-0 Bays.  Agorsor would end up the Bays’ leading scorer for the tourney with three tallies.

Midfield play for the Bays was absolutely outstanding in the Finals.  Brent Hooper completely picked apart the GA defense with picture perfect balls to the forwards and wings, and Michael Deasel just would not let anyone from GA build up a head of steam.  His lateral distribution of the ball was also top notch, and his closure on ball carriers was very effective.  Steven LeVine and Christian Barreiro established the flanks with accurate crosses and tough defense, while Michael Rose and MJ Jaskolski added substantial energy to the front line upon their entry into the game.  The Jaskolski/Rose combination proved to be aggressive, unselfish and very effective.


GA had a few set plays and corner kicks in the second half, but the Bays’ Dan Louisignau was on a roll from the prior game.  GA knew it had trouble when their first and only hard shot in the first half saw Louisignau catch the ball at full stretch and begin the counterattack as if he were at practice.  Dan would go on to twin the Golden Glove trophy.  Tommy Caso replaced Dan in the second half and showed his value in the goal immediately.  As soon as Caso came into the game, GA launched a tough counterattack, and Caso was forced to make a very fine save.   Distribution to the wings was perfect, and the team did not miss a beat with Caso helping to secure the clean sheet.        
 

As the final whistle blew in the hot Iowa sun, it was clear that our CASA MIA BAYS’ boys had turned into real men!  

The Casa Mia Bays were coached by Steve Nichols, Levin Healey and Jon Seale.

