	

	Home 
Contribute 
Meet Peter 
Volunteer 
Campaign News 
Events 
Issues 
Contact Us 


[image: image1.jpg]A20 SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2006

@he Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Mr. Franchot's Independence

Our choice for comptroller in Maryland

WILLIAM DONALD Schasfer, former
mayor of Baltimore, former governor
and Maryland's current comptroller, has
been a colossus of Maryland politics for
decades - a refroshingly forthright
public servant and a stand-up guy. His
effectiveness in office and compassion
for constituents earned him the affec-
tion and admiration of many Maryland-
ers, which s exactly why so many of
them have been disappointed by his
obnoxious and embarrassing statements
in recent years. We wish he had decided
to retire with dignity at the age of 84
rather than seck reelection, for we
cannot support him again.

His Democratic primary challengers
are Del. Peter V.R. Franchot of Mont-
gomery County and Janet 5. Owens, the
Anne ‘Arundel county executive. Our
choice is Mr. Franchot, whose occasion-
ally strident partisanship is outweighed
by his smarts and independent-minded-
ness, qualities that would make him a
fine comptroller,

‘The comptroller is Maryland's chief
tax collector and overseer of its multi-

billion dollar pension fund. Just as impor-
tant, the comptroller serves as one of three
members (with the governor and state
treasurer) of the Board of Public Works,
virtual - mini-legislature charged with
passing final judgment on practically
every major contract let by the state.

As a member of the General Assembly's
powerful Appropriations Committee and
chairman of its transportation and envi-
ronment subcomittee, Mr. Franchot, a 20-
year veteran lawmaker, has exercised
Sound judgment. He has been a tough
advocate for funding public education and
an outspoken opponent of expanding slot
machine gambling. It is safe to say that if
Mr. Franchot is elected comptroller, he will
exercise a salutary independence no matter
who is governor.

By contrast, we doubt that Mrs. Owens,
though an able county executive, would
add as much to the mix, pasticularly at the
Board of Public Works.
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