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BALTIMORE - Gov. Robert Ehrlich must be wondering where all the Republicans went. It looks like a lot of them stayed home this election. The big question is why?

In 2002 Ehrlich attracted 46,976 more votes than registered Republicans. With 904,922 Republicans registered prior to the race this year, he won only 825,634 votes according to still unofficial results.

In a state where 55 percent of registered voters are Democrats and 29 percent are Republicans, voter apathy among the GOP is deadly.
Absentee votes upped his percentage against Governor-elect Martin Oâ€™Malley, 

but only slightly.
The open seat U.S. Senate race between Republican Michael Steele and Democrat Benjamin Cardin failed to rile the Republican troops, too. Open seats typically generate higher voter turnout because they are more competitive. Congressional incumbents win over 90 percent of the time, and this seat had not been open since Democrat Paul Sarbanes entered office in 1977.

While itâ€™s true that Steele won more votes than Republican candidate Paul Rappaport did in his 2000 race against Sarbanes, on a percentage basis, he won fewer of the Republican registered voters than his predecessor. Assuming that everyone who voted for him was a Republican, he won 87 percent of registered Republicans to 89 percent for Rappaport. (Steele won 787,352 votes â€” 117,570 fewer than the number of people registered as Republicans. In 2000 Rappaport captured 715,178 votes, 90,716 fewer than those registered as Republicans.)

Since fewer people overall voted in the 2006 U.S. Senate race than in 2002, Democrats have nothing to cheer about. Winner Cardin captured 264,446 fewer votes than Sarbanes in 2000. With over 1.7 million Democrats registered in the state, that means Cardin spurred 56 percent of them to vote for him, assuming that only registered party members cast ballots for him.

In the governor’s race, while O’Malley may have spurred more people to come to the polls this year than in the 2002 gubernatorial election, he convinced only the equivalent of 55 percent of registered Democrats to vote for him.

So Republicans should not despair. Many more registered Democrats do not vote for their candidates than registered Republicans donâ€™t vote for theirs on a comparative basis. But Republicans can not win in Maryland unless they convince their party members to go to the polls.

Experts can argue forever about what cost Ehrlich and Steele the mansion and the Senate, but itâ€™s hard to find any flaming Maryland issues that would have alienated loyal state Republicans.

Certainly there is no evidence any state issue swarmed Democrats to the polls.

That leaves one conclusion: National GOP policies and personalities quenched the fire of Maryland Republicans.
The only way they can rekindle the faithful â€” and perhaps get a few votes from moderate Democrats at the same time â€” is to return to fundamental Republican principles of limited government, fiscal responsibility, personal integrity, progressive domestic policy and comprehensive foreign policy.

