Friends from the Faith, Business, and Labor communities,

Many of you have been working tirelessly on Immigration Reform over the past few weeks, others are just beginning to get involved in this particular issue.  I apologize for any cross postings, but wanted to make sure that you are all updated on the “Grand Bargain” being debated in the Senate right now, and have the opportunity to get involved as an organization.   Of particular importance in this email is the sign on letter for the Clinton-Hagel-Menendez amendment, if you don’t read the rest of this email, please read the sign on letter and let me know if your organization would like to sign-on.
I’m also attaching a summary of the “Grand Bargain” proposal being debated in the Senate right now, as well as CASA’s position on it. (Our position is in line with most other major immigrant advocacy groups, including the Coalition for Comprehensive Immigration Reform, the Fair Immigration Reform Movement, and the National Capital Immigration Coalition – we are a member org of these coalitions.)

WHAT IS THE “GRAND BARGAIN”

The “grand bargain” is the starting point for debate in congress on this issue – another (slightly better) proposal was introduced in the House in late winter, but they are waiting to see what comes out of the senate before moving that debate forward.  The “grand bargain” is the product of bipartisan negotiations in the Senate, together with the White House, and has fairly broad support.  While we acknowledge that the bill is very weak in some areas, and needs some work to make it acceptable to our communities, it is widely acknowledged to be the best vehicle for Comprehensive Immigration Reform this year. Since it was introduced early this week, it has withstood numerous amendments from the right to significantly alter the bill (including a 69-27 vote yesterday to maintain the legalization component, which was pretty remarkable), and we’ve gotten a few small positive changes through.  The senate will resume debate after Memorial Day recess, and the final floor vote is expected in early-mid june. 

WHAT CAN I DO?

Many of your organizations are already involved through other coalitions or networks, so please feel free to pass this email on to those networks.  There are 4 things that we would love organizations in the Baltimore area to do (including congregations, union locals, businesses, community groups, etc.) to help support these efforts

1)     Sign-on to the attached letter in support of the Clinton-Hagel-Menendez amendment. This amendment is a first step towards improving the family unity aspect of the bill, and would reinstitute provisions for Legal Permanent Residents to petition for their spouses and minor children.  This issue has been a focal point for many and varied faith-based organizations as a key area to improve in the grand compromise bill. Email me with the exact name of your org to sign on.

2)     Write a quick letter to the editor in support of comprehensive immigration reform that unites our families, provides for a future flow of workers to meet our economic needs, provides an earned path to legalization for workers already in this country, and generally treats all individuals in a fair, humane way.  All week, the Baltimore Sun has been full of negative letters; lets reverse that process. Letters can be submitted to letters@baltsun.org.

3)     Get postcards signed:  Through the Coalition for Comprehensive Immigration Reform, we’re collecting signatures on postcards which will go to our Congressional offices reinforcing the broad support for real, fair Comprehensive Immigration Reform.  I have about 5000 postcards in my office, if you would like to come and pick some up or would like us to deliver some to you to get signed, we’re happy to do so.  I just ask that you get them signed and return them to us by next Wednesday, so that we can deliver them en masse and maximize the impact.

4)     Rally at the Capital on June 2!  Help us spread the word about the rally being sponsored by the National Capital Immigration Coalition next Saturday, June 2nd at the Capital!!  This rally is timed to increase pressure on our Senators and be a visible expression of the broad support out there for a strong immigration bill.  I’m attaching the flyer, and buses will be leaving at 11 am on Saturday from the following locations in the Baltimore area:

a.      St. Patrick’s Church (Fells Point)
b.      Our Lady of POmpei Church (Highlandtown)
c.      Deerco Park and Ride (Timonium)

d.      Hollins Ferry Park and Ride (Landsdowne)

e.      Tienda La Favorita (Brooklyn)

f.        Holy Trinity Churcyh (Glen Burnie)

g.      Wildlake Interfaith Center (Columbia)

I realize this is a lot of information at once, feel free to contact me at ealex@casamd.org or 443 802-2933 with any additional questions or to coordinate picking up flyers or postcards.

Thanks for all of your support!!

Elizabeth Alex, Lead Organizer/Manager
CASA of Maryland
2224 E Fayette Stree, Baltimore, MD 21231
(410) 732-7777
ealex@casamd.org
