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GALA Hispanic Theatre presents

Cita a ciegas/Blind Date 

by Mario Diament

directed by Jose Carrasquillo
"Forsaken love, madam, always comes back to settle accounts." —Blind Writer

Washington, DC — GALA Hispanic Theatre is pleased to launch the 2007-2008 season with the DC premiere of the acclaimed play Cita a ciegas (Blind Date) by Mario Diament.  Directed by Jose Carrasquillo, the play runs September 20–October 14, 2007 at GALA Theatre at Tivoli Square, 3333 14th Street NW.  Performances are in Spanish, with English surtitles of a translation by playwright Diament, on Thursdays through Saturdays at 8:00 pm and Sundays at 3:00 pm.
A recent hit in Buenos Aires and Madrid, Diament’s compelling play is an endearing valentine to the great Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges, as it evokes the real and surreal worlds of his renowned writing.

On his daily visits to a park bench, a blind writer hears, and becomes part of, the intimate tales of apparent strangers who are mysteriously linked in a chain of humorous encounters, missed opportunities, and unrequited love.  Is it circumstance or destiny?  Ultimately, this evocative and often funny play reveals the inevitability of love.

The production features seductive and hypnotic music by Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992), the great Argentine tango composer who revolutionized the traditional tango into a new style termed nuevo tango, incorporating elements from jazz and classical music.  Director Jose Carrasquillo selected Piazzolla's tangos because "when one listens to his music, it almost feels that one is entering a different dimension.  He is the Borges of Tango."

Press Night/Noche de GALA with Mario Diament on Saturday, September 22 is hosted by His Excellency Jose Octavio Bordon, Ambassador of Argentina to the United States.

The production is made possible with generous support from the DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities, an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts, and with the collaboration of the Embassy of Argentina. 

About the Playwright:

Mario Diament was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  A veteran journalist and writer (he was the executive editor of Jacobo Timerman’s renowned newspaper, La Opinión), he is the author of several award-winning plays, most of which have been produced in the U.S., Latin America, Europe and the Middle East.  He is a three-time winner of the Argentores Award, presented annually by Argentina's Society of Authors.  He won the 2002 Carbonell Award for Best New Play for Smithereens and was a 2000 Carbonell nominee for The Book of Ruth that also won the Streisand Festival Award in San Diego, California.  In 2003, his play Blind Date was also nominated for the Carbonell Best New Play award and was included in the Top Ten choices for the best theater of year by both The Miami Herald and the Sun-Sentinel.  Two of his plays, The Book of Ruth and Blind Date, had their European premieres in Bucharest, Romania.  He now lives in Miami, where he teaches journalism and playwriting at Florida International University and writes a weekly column for the Argentine daily La Nación.
About the Production:

By popular demand, Hugo Medrano returns to the GALA stage in the lead role of the Blind Man.  Medrano, a Helen-Hayes Award recipient, was last seen on GALA's stage in the acclaimed Los pecados de Sor Juana (The Sins of Sor Juana).  Gabriela Fernandez-Coffey, who performed the lead role in last season's popular Valor, agravio y mujer… Stripping Don Juan, plays the Young Woman; Manolo Santalla, a long-time GALA company member who was recently seen in GALA's critically acclaimed production of Elliot, a Soldier's Fugue, plays the Man; Maria Victoria Pena, who appeared in GALA's memorable production of Yerma, is the Woman; and Cynthia Benjamin, a GALA company member who performed in last season's Las paredes (The Walls), plays the Psychologist.

Jose Carrasquillo (Director) recently directed a bold and highly acclaimed production of Macbeth for the Washington Shakespeare Company (WSC) as part of a regional Shakespeare celebration sponsored by the Kennedy Center.  Hs other recent credits include Medea at WSC, Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train at Round House Theatre, and Donna Q at Signature Theatre.  His previous GALA credits include La Granada, The Architect, Emperor of Assyria, and Chaos Organized.  His critically acclaimed productions include Patient A for Freedom Stage, Metamorphosis, Blood Wedding, and The Maids (Mary Goldwater Theatre Lobby Award for excellence in directing) for WSC, A Language of Their Own for Studio Theatre Secondstage, At the Rim of a Purple Volcano (GLAAD Award – Best Production of the Year) for Source, and The Magic Rainforest for the Kennedy Center.  He was the founding Artistic Director of Freedom Stage in Washington, DC; Artistic Director of The Group Multicultural Theatre in Seattle; the Allen Lee Hughes Fellows and Intern Program Coordinator for Arena Stage; and worked for the Cultural Alliance of Greater Washington.  He is a regular guest lecturer and director at venues across the country, including the University of Maryland at College Park, where in the spring of 2008 he will be directing Marisol at the Clarice Smith Center for the Performing Arts. 
Set design is by Elizabeth Jenkins McFadden, who designed Valor, agravio y mujer… Stripping Don Juan last season.  Light design is by Resident Designer Ayun Fedorcha, whose work in La Chunga was nominated for a Helen Hayes Award, and costumes are by Resident Designer Alessandra D’Ovidio, a two-time Helen Hayes nominee.  Sound design is by Neil McFadden, 1990 Helen Hayes Award recipient and six-time nominee.  Properties Design is by Sofia Gawer-Fische, who designed Elliot: A Soldier's Fugue last season.  Cecila Cackley is the Stage Manager; Mariana Osorio is the Production Manager; Brendon Vierra is the Technical Director.  Abel Lopez is the Producer. 

Ticket Information: Tickets are $10 for the Community opening on Thursday, September 20, in partnership with Starbucks.  Regular Thursday tickets are $30; $34 on Friday and Saturday, and $30 on Sunday.  Tickets for students, senior citizens (65+) and military are $20 (Sun) and $26 (Fri/Sat).  Additional discounts are available for groups of 10 or more.  Tickets are also available at TICKETplace.
TICKETS:  CALL (202) 234-7174 OR (800) 494-TIXS or visit www.galatheatre.org

PARKING: Discount parking is available behind the theater in the Giant parking garage.
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