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Hispanics in the Baltimore metropolitan area earn more than in any other region in the country, according to U.S. Census Bureau figures. 

The median household income for Baltimore Hispanics was $60,170, far outpacing cities such as Los Angeles and New York with larger Hispanic populations. 

The median income for Hispanics living in Los Angeles was $42,866. In New York, it was $39,317. The cities ranked 12th and 25th respectively. 
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Ethnicity: Chilean
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The Washington, D.C. metro area which includes Montgomery and Prince George’s counties  ranked second at $58,945. 

Metropolitan Baltimore consists of the city and Baltimore, Anne Arundel, Carroll, Harford, Queen Anne’s and Howard counties. 

Census figures show there are 336,390 Hispanics living in Maryland, 75,755 of whom are in the Baltimore metropolitan area. 

According to experts, it is not one particular industry or field driving the income figures or bringing Hispanics to Baltimore. Instead, they say the area’s top ranking is due to growth in the number of middle-class families, professionals moving to the area and older Hispanics who have established themselves. 

“That [ranking] does not surprise me at all,” said Jorge Austrich, director of business services for the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development and a member of the Governor’sCommission on Hispanic Affairs. 

Austrich said metro Baltimore saw a large number of Hispanic immigrants about 35 years ago. They came looking for work in industry and the medical fields. These Hispanics, he said, have settled in the area, have become fully assimilated and raised children who have stayed in the area. 

“What we have is a much older, more educated community that’sestablished itself,” he said. “It follows that the more settled they become, the median income will follow.”

Gigi Guzman, president and CEO of GlobalTech Bilingual Institute and president of the Maryland Hispanic Workforce Council, said another factor is a large number of middle-class families. 

Guzman said that while there is a perception that immigrant families are mostly undocumented aliens working menial jobs, there is a large middle-class that moved to the Baltimore area for the same reason any middle-class family does. 

“In general, [metropolitan] Baltimore has all the ingredients for people who want to put down roots,” she said. “There is cheap housing, enough Latinos where you won’t feel isolated, and there is work.”

These attributes in the largely suburban areas around Baltimore and in parts of the city itself attract working people. 

“These are families where both parents work, the’re looking to buy a house and put down roots,” Guzman said. “A majority of them work two jobs.”

Rafael Regales, special assistant in the Division of Workforce Development at the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing & Regulation, said one of the other factors helping Baltimore is the high cost of living in Washington. 

“People had a choice,” he said. “They could buy a house for $500,000 or they could look here and, for the same money, buy a house, start a business, save money and send their kids to college.”

Guzman and Regales said another reason for Baltimore’shigh ranking is the large number of professionals in the area. 

“A fairly substantial amount [of Hispanics] are employed by local hospitals, universities and research centers,” Guzman said. “These are established professionals who have substantial incomes and a high level of education.”

The same Census report that found metropolitan Baltimore Hispanics faring well also found that education was helping the entire state. 

According to Census figures, 35 percent of all Maryland residents 25 years old or older have college degrees. The figure is similar for Hispanics. 

That’ssecond only to Washington, D.C., where 46 percent have college degrees. 

This high level of education drives the economy and pushes the median household income level up, which in turn draws people of all races and ethnic backgrounds to the state, Guzman said. 

The professionals working in Washington but living in the Baltimore suburbs are also helping to bring up the median household income for Hispanics. 

But one prominent Hispanic activist in the state said he finds the median household income numbers “very hard to believe.” 

Jorge Ribas, president and CEO of the Mid-Atlantic Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and Ribas Consulting Inc., said that if earnings by undocumented aliens were included in the Census survey, the number would drop significantly. 

“You have to understand, the vast majority of Hispanics living in the state are laborers,” he said. 

He points to large pockets of Hispanics living and working in Prince George’sCounty and on the Eastern Shore who are not considered when surveys are taken. 

The same applies for metropolitan Baltimore, which he said has a large number of undocumented alien workers, particularly in some of the agricultural areas in Baltimore County. 

Ribas did say that one of the reasons the median income was high was the recent housing boom. Hispanic have historically taken construction jobs, which pay well and offer plenty of overtime when business is good, he said. 

But, he cautioned that construction is cyclical and the slowdown in new home sales could seriously put a dent on Hispanics’s earning power in the future. 

The Pew Hispanic Center, which is associated with the Pew Research Center, estimates that there were between 11.5 million and 12 million undocumented aliens in the U.S. in 2006. It is estimated that there are about 200,000 in Maryland.
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