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Mayor Appoints Seven to BACVA Board

Mayor Martin O'Malley is pleased to announce the appointment of seven new members to the Baltimore Area Convention and Visitors Association's(BACVA's) Board of Directors.  Their 18-month term officially begins June 1, 2003. The appointments bring the total number of Board members to 20. 

"The individuals selected are highly qualified to serve and represent a broad spectrum of the industry and community. I am especially pleased to appoint, among the new members, the first ever Hispanic member of BACVA's Board," says Mayor Martin O'Malley. "The business of conventions and leisure travel is an integral component of the city's success so it is important that we have strong leadership on BACVA's Board and people with the knowledge and experience to move this great city forward as a destination."

The Board of Directors works closely with the president and CEO at BACVA creating a long-term vision and strategic and policy-setting direction for the organization.  The search for the new president and CEO is progressing.  The Mayor, in partnership with the Board, has completed one round of considerations in which the Search Committee put forth two names. They are expected to interview two more candidates within the next week or so.

"Identification and selection of the new president and CEO is an important decision for the city and BACVA, and one not to be rushed," says Nancy Hinds, director of communications for BACVA.  "It is also important to note that BACVA presently has very strong leadership in place and continues to move forward. Marshall Murdaugh, BACVA's interim president and CEO, has 30 years of experience in the convention and tourism industry and is very qualified to lead this agency until a permanent president and CEO can be identified," says Hinds. 

New members appointed to BACVA's Board of Directors: 

1.  John Daw, General Manager

     Renaissance Harborplace Hotel

2.  Gilberto de Jesus, Vice President

     Baltimore Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

3.  Donna Julian, General Manager

     1st Mariner Arena

4.  Theresa Keysar, Publisher

     Guest Informant Travel Guides

5.  Mary Jo McCullough, President

     Maryland Hotel & Lodging Association and Maryland Tourism Council

6.  Donna Jones Stanley, Executive Director

     Associated Black Charities

7.  Robert Steele, General Manager

     Hyatt Regency Baltimore

